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wayfarer in this land, as might be expected. Thus, Mosul
plain is haunted by a fearful type of vampire, the " hibla-
bashi" a satyr, half-man half-goat, who lures travellers
from the path, and sucks their blood.* There is a tomb
of one such at Aradin, a village in the lower hills, whence
there issues at times a terrible gadfly, that infects all whom
it bites with madness and hydrophobia. Mercifully, how-
ever, bane and antidote lie, as ever, side by side ; for there
is a sulphurous spring by the side of the tomb, and it has
healing virtue for those afflicted in this way.
Belief in a vampire was, of course, practically universal
at some period all the world over ; and this is the only thing
that the Montenegrin kavass mentioned above was ever
known to fear, having had practically first-hand acquaint-
ance with one.f There is, however, another sort of spirit
that is more peculiar to this land ; a type of" brownie " that
haunts the sheepfolds, where the shepherds have often to
keep lonely vigil and get into the frame of mind when men
see all sorts of strange things. In one case, the pixy in
question used to come and sit opposite to the shepherd by the
watchfire, and exactly imitate his every action in dead
silence. At last this supernatural companion got on to the
shepherd's nerves. He consulted a wise man, and was
given advice that shows how recent in date the tale must be.
He put a bowl of water on his side of the fire, and a bowl of
paraffin on the other ; and then, when the brownie came, he
proceeded to soak his own clothes with the water. The
being, of course, imitated him, and did not perceive the
difference between water and oil. After a while, the shep-
herd took a blazing brand from the fire and applied it to his
clothes, where, of course, it went out. The brownie did
likewise, and found himself in a blaze ; on which he jumped
up and fled howling, being apparently material enough to
feel fire. All the other spirits of mountain and river gathered
at his call, and the shepherd began to fear that he had roused
Elfindom in good earnest: but the scorched one, with
* '* And satyrs shall dance there " is the final touch in Isaiah's picture
,of the desolation of Babylon. This is doubtless the identical beast.
f He entirely confirmed Mr, Bram Stoker's evidence that the King of
the Vampires is Dracula.